
Lance Corporal John Mellor©  
Regimental number: 252705 
2nd/6th Battalion, Manchester Regiment 
  
born: 1890–died: 31 July 1917 
 
Lance Corporal John Mellor was born in 1890 in Macclesfield, Cheshire,1 the son of James and Mary 
Hannah (née Atkinson) Mellor.2 He came from a very large family. His parents, both silk workers, 
had married at St James Church in Congleton, Cheshire, on 17 October 18763 and would have 14 
children (five boys and nine girls) between 1877 and 1902—13 of whom survived childhood.4 
Their first two children were daughters:  
• Annie (born on 21 December 1876)5 
• Lucy (born on 20 July 1878)6 

 
Their first son, William, was born in 18807 but died at the age of 3 and was buried at Astbury, 
Cheshire, on 21 February 1883.8 His birth was followed by the birth of five more girls:  
• Mary (born in 1881)9 
• Lily (born on 22 January 1883)10 
• Sophia (born on 17 February 1885)11 
• Elizabeth (born on 31 March 1886)12 
• Ellen (born on 25 March 1888)13 

 
Finally, their son John was born in 1890. The last five children were two girls and three boys: 
• Maggie (born on 14 March 1892)14 
• William (born in 1894)15 
• Harry (born in 1896)16 
• George (born on 25 August 1898)17 
• Lois (born on 15 June 1902)18 

 
In 1881, John’s parents were living with James’ mother, a widow, at 78 Astbury Street in Congleton. 
James, like his mother, was a silk worker.19 Ten years later the family was at the same address, but 
had grown to include eight children. The family was still with James’ mother, but James’ brother 
John was also living with them.20 After James’ mother died in 1899,21 the family stayed on at the 
house on Astbury Street.22  
 
By 1911, the family had moved to 45 Astbury Street, where the family of 14 occupied a house with 
six rooms. James was now a school caretaker, and John, age 20, had become a clothier’s assistant. A 
number of the other children were working in the silk industry. Also living with the family were 
James’ brother John and a grandson, Frank, aged 9 months (born 26 June 1910).23 It is not certain 
who Frank’s parents were, but it appears most likely that his mother was one of John’s unmarried 
sisters.24  
 
John’s father died in 1913 at the age of 60.25 
 
John enlisted initially as a private (regimental number 11888) in September 1916 in the 
Manchester Regiment.26 He probably did not go to the Front until March 1917, when the 2/6th 



Battalion of the Manchester Regiment 
landed in France.27 If so, John’s time on the 
Front was very short. He was admitted to 
No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station28 
on 25 July 1917, suffering the effects of gas 
poisoning. In July 1917,29 John’s battalion 
was stationed near Dunkirk in northern 
France. On 24 July, the battalion went back 
into the trenches and marched towards the 
road between Nieuwpoort and Furnes in 
Belgium. Gas shells were falling on 
Nieuwpoort on and off during the day, as 
the battalion began moving across the Yser 
River. The whole battalion had crossed the river by the early hours of the following morning, but 12 
officers and 182 ORs (other ranks) had been gassed and 18 ORs had been killed or wounded. John 
was one of them. He died six days after his admission to No. 1 CCCS and was buried in Coxyde 
Military Cemetery (Plot III, Row A, Grave 3) the same day.30  
 
John was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).31 
 
Two of John’s brothers, Harry and George, also served in the Great War but survived. (A third, 
William, probably did not serve32 and no information was found about William’s life after 1911.) 
Harry had signed up for military service before the outbreak of the war.33 He joined the 1/7th 
Battalion of the Cheshire Regiment (regimental number 1751) on 6 August 1913 but was 
discharged and then re-enlisted in the 1st Cheshire Regiment (regimental number 25780) in April 
1915 in order to go overseas. He had several hospital stays and came home for a one-week sick 
furlough in September 1915.34 He was discharged in March 1919, having served about five months 
overseas. Harry was awarded the same medals as John but also received the 1914–15 Star, for 
service in the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915. 
 
John’s brother George served in the Royal Tank Corps (regimental number 32088), enlisting on 31 
August 1916.35 No more information was found about his service. 
 
John’s family was not only a large one, it was also a close one. In 1921, eight siblings were 
unmarried and still living at home at 45 Astbury Street with their mother, Mary.36  
Harry was a coal loader at Talk o' th' Hill Colliery Co. near Stoke on Trent, but he was out of work at 
the time. Nothing more could be confirmed about Harry’s life after 1921. 
• George was a motor mechanic, working for Jackson & Booth motor engineers in Congleton. 
• Three of John’s sisters were working at Peter Wild & Co., silk manufacturers—Annie was a silk 

gasser, Mary was a silk cleaner and Ellen was a silk twister. Mary died the following year, on 12 
September 1922, at the age of 41. She was described as having a “quiet and unassuming 
disposition.”  

• His sisters Lucy and Maggie were occupied with home duties.  
• John’s youngest sister, Lois, was a shirt machinist at J & N Phillips, shirt makers, but she was out 

of work at the time.  
• Frank, Mary’s grandson, was still with the family.  
 
 

“Congleton Casualties: 
Source: “Newspapers,” Findmyypast  



Two Mellor siblings married before the Great War. Sophia married James Brocklehurst, a labourer, 
on 8 June 1908 at the parish church of St James in Congleton.37 In 1911 and 1921, she and James 
were living on the same street as Sophia’s family at 10 Astbury. 38 By 1921, they had six children. 
Two more children were present in 1939 and the family had moved to 11 Booth Street, Congleton.39 
Sophia died on 23 May 1962 in Northgate Hospital in Great Yarmouth.40 
 
Lily married Arthur Horton in 1910.41 In 1921, they were living at 10 Parson Street in Congleton, 
where Arthur was a silk dresser, working for Read & Co Ltd., silk spinners. Like her sisters, Lily was 
working at Peter Wild & Co Ltd.42 Just before the Second World War, Lily was living with her son 
Arthur, still on Parson Street.43 Her husband was not with her—he was a hospital porter at the War 
Memorial Hospital on Canal Road in Congleton.44 Lily died at 10 Parson Street on 11 May 1965.45  
 
Between the two wars, four Mellor children married and pursued lives with their own families:  
• Elizabeth married Henry Farrall in 1916.46 In 1921, Henry (then known as Harry) was a chair 

repairer, and he and Elizabeth had two children.47 In 1939, Henry was a general labourer, but 
Elizabeth was a retired silk winder.48 Elizabeth died on 19 August 1967, aged 81, having 
outlived her husband by 16 years.49  

• In 1924, Maggie married Lucien Gibbons in Congleton50 and, in 1939, they were living at 63 
West Street, where Lucien was a hardware shopkeeper.51 Maggie probably died in 1973.52 

• George married Hannah Machin in 1929,53 and ten years later they were living on Chelford 
Road in Congleton. George was a blind pensioner but, in the past, had been a poultry keeper.54 
He probably died in 1981.55 

• The last of the Mellor siblings, Lois, married Samuel Hortin in 193156 and nine years later was 
living at 2 Heywood Street in Congleton, where she was a silk waste picker.57 When she died in 
1979, she was living at 44 Astbury Street58—very close to the home her family had occupied 
since at least 1911 and on the same street on which the family had lived for at least 50 years. 

 
Until at least 1939, the three daughters who had not married continued to live with their mother at 
45 Astbury Road—Annie, a silk gasser, Ellen, a silk twister, and Lucy, who was incapacitated59 and 
died in 1942.60 Annie died in 1948,61 but no further information was found for Ellen.  
 
Mary Hannah, mother to the 14 children, who was born on 5 November 1856,62 died on 9 March 
1940 at the age of 83.63 She had outlived her husband by 27 years.  
 
What became of her grandson, Frank, who had lived with his grandmother since his birth? In 1939, 
Frank was a bricklayer’s labourer and was still living with the family.64 But also living with them 
was Frank’s new wife, Winifred Storer, whom he had married in 1936 in Congleton.65 Frank and 
Winifred probably had two children—Joan, born in 1942,66 and Anne, born in 1944.67 Frank died on 
8 March 1991, at the age of 80.68 
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