
Soldier 2nd Class Henri Augustin Dioscoride 
Service Number: 2978 
3rd Battalion, Light Infantry, French Army  
 
born: 16 July 1897–died: 28 November 1918 
 
Henri Augustin Dioscoride was actually born Henri Augustin Prieux at 4.30 a.m. on 16 July 1897, 
the “natural and unrecognized”1 son of Marcelline Victorine Prieux.2 Less than a month later, his 
mother signed a register recognizing Henri as her son.3 
 
His birth took place in the home of Marcelline’s father, Alphonse François Prieux, in Canville-les-
Deux-Églises, Seine-Inférieure, where both Alphonse and his wife, Marcelline Victoire Morel, were 
labourers. Their daughter Marcelline, born on 18 March 18714 in nearby Bénarville, was a servant 
living in Canville-les Deux Églises.5 
  
A year and a half after Henri’s birth, Marcelline married Emile Eugène Parfait Dioscoride in Le 
Havre. Emile was a labourer, born in Saint-Étienne-la-Thillaye in Calvados on 14 October 1874,6 
and Marcelline was a cook. In their marriage register, they declared that they had had a child, Henri 
Augustin, before their marriage and that they both recognized this child as their legitimate son.7  
 
After their marriage, Marcelline and Emile had at least five more children, all born in Le Havre:  
 
• Eugène Victor, born on 27 January 19008 
• Jeanne Celestine, born on 19 December 19029  
• Marie Lucie Juliette, born on 18 May 190610  
• Andrée Odette Alice, born on 6 September 191011  
• Jean Émile Victor, born on 15 November 191512  

 
The last child was born nearly two months after the death of their father Eugène in the second year 
of the Great War. Eugène had first been conscripted (service number 1871) to military service on 
16 November 1895, when he joined the 24th infantry regiment .13 Three years later, he was 
released to the reserves and served two periods of active service in 1901 and 1904. By 1908, at the 
age of 34, he had joined the territorial regiment—a regiment made up of men beyond the age to 
serve in the regular army (at different times, between 35 and 48) who had inherited the nickname 
“pépères” (loosely translated as “unworried old men”).14 They provided guard duties. As part of the 
general conscription in August 1914, he was called back to military service. He fought the Germans 
from 2 August 1914 to 24 September 1915—the day he died in Souain-Perthes-lès-Hurlus, Marne. 
This was the first day of the Battle of Champagne between the French and Germans.   
  
Henri was 18 when his father died. The following year he was recruited for service in the Great War 
(service number 2978).15 At the time, he was a store manager, living at 11 rue Jean Jaures in Le 
Havre. His frontline service began on 10 August 1916 and his battalion took part in a number of key 
engagements in the war, including the battles of the Somme and of the Chemin des Dames. Henri 
was taken prisoner on 3 June 1918 at Pernant, Aisne, during the second Battle of the Marne. 
Leading up to 4 June, the 3rd Battalion was in precarious situation “. . . in a critical position and 
without any hope of relief, no provisions, nearly without ammunition and having spent seven whole 
nights without sleep.”16 It was not possible to determine where he was imprisoned but, after the 
end of the war, he was being repatriated when he was admitted to No. 1 CCCS.17 
 



At the time, the CCCS was located in Gosselies, on the outskirts of Charlesroi, Belgium, where it had 
been a challenging month:  
 

The month began with the CCS acting as an Advanced Operating centre [sic] behind the 
Canadian Corps in the First Army and with the bulk of our work heavy surgical. About 
the middle we lost our character as a surgical centre and became for a while a medical 
station with a considerable number of very bad influenza and bronco pneumonia cases. 
… The month ended with us well into Belgium and the hospital practically all medical 
and with a large number of R.P.O.W. about half of whom were French. It was hard for 
the Officers Sisters and orderlies who for so long had thought only of Surgical work to 
turn their attention to the purely medical side but they did it gladly.18 

 
Henri died there on 28 November19 of illnesses contracted when he was in captivity.20 The CCCS 
war diary notes specifically for that day “. . . large numbers of R.P.O.W. arriving in shocking 
condition, starved, emaciated, very scantily clad, very lousy and dirty with wounds and sores 
showing gross lack of care or treatment.”21 
 
He was buried two days afterward in the Cimetière communale in Gosselies (Grave 245) with a 
French priest presiding. He was given the honour of “Mort pour la France” on 9 November 1922.22  
 
In accordance with French practices, Henri’s death had to be entered into the death registers of the 
Seine-Inférieure. His death was recorded in the civil records based on a: 
 

“. . . translation of a death record created in English and deposited with the War Archives 
as follows: No. 1 Canadian Emergency Ambulance [translation of French term for No. 1 
CCCS], we the undersigned Lieutenant Colonel A E H Bennett, commander of the No. 1 
Canadian Emergency Ambulance certifies that Dioscoride Henri, solder of the 3rd 
Regiment . . . a repatriated prisoner of war died in Gosselies, Belgium . . . as a result of an 
illness contracted while he was in captivity in Germany. . .23 [English translation] 

 
Henri’s brother Eugène, an iron striker, 
was conscripted to do his military 
service (service number 3100) at the 
age of 16, but he was released because 
he was “weak.” The decision was 
maintained in 1921 and in October 
1922, he was moved to the reserves. In 
1932, he was given a special assignment 
and began work as an iron striker at 
August Normand.24 He was demobilized 
in August 1940 at the age of 40,25 but 
sadly died on 14 June 1944 in Le Havre 
as a civilian victim of the Second World 
War.26 
 
Two years after Henri’s father died, 
leaving five children under the age of 21, 
the French government put in place 
provisions for the state to provide 

“moral and material protection” for minor children of men or women who died or were seriously 

Extract of French death record for Henri Dioscoride 
Source: Archives départmentales 76 Seine-Maritime 



wounded during the Great War.27 In some cases, the 
recognition of this “adoption by the nation” was noted 
in a child’s birth record. This was the case for three of 
the children—Eugène, Andrée and Jean. Jean’s birth 
record notes that he was the posthumous son of Émile 
and was adopted by the nation.28  
 
Henri’s mother Marcelline did not die until January 
194329 and lived long enough to see the marriage of all 
her remaining children: 
 
• Eugène married Clementine Virginie Henriette Joly 

in 1927 and, in 1936, had two children.30 
• Jeanne Celestine married Robert Yves Alphonse 

Favey in Le Havre in 1924 and died there in 
1982.31 

• Marie Lucie Juliette married Marceau Georges 
Planterose on 15 May 1931 and died in 1982 in 
Elbeuf, near Rouen.32 

• Andrée Odette Alice married Jean Gaston Alexandre Vauchel in 1934, but their marriage was 
dissolved in 1947. She remarried in 1949, wedding Robert Henri Bourienne, and died in 
Annecy, Haute-Savoie, in 2002.33 

• Jean Emile Victor married Simone Jeanne Julienne Larenie in 194634 and died in Le Havre in 
2002.35  
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