
Lance Corporal Frederick George Yates©  
Regimental number: 3/7168 
5th Battalion, Dorsetshire Regiment  
  
born: 1897–died: 2 October 1918  
 
Lance Corporal Frederick George Yates was born in 1897 in Hackney, London, Middlesex,1 the son 
of James and Alice Yates.2 James, a house decorator, had married Alice Seabrook on 10 April 1887 at 
St Peter’s Church in Bethnal Green, Tower Hamlets, in London.3 They were both born in London—
James father on 8 February 1868 in Hackney and Alice on 28 July 1867 in Stepney.4 They went on to 
have 12 children:5  
 
 Alice Florence (born on 16 April 1888),6   
 James William, known as William (born in 1889),7 
 Emily (born in 1891),8     
 Ada (born in 1892),9 
 Ethel May (born in 1893),10   
 Daisy Sophia (born on 29 October 1895),11   
 Frederick,  
 Ada Rosina (born in 1900),12   
 Annie (born on 24 June 1902),13 
 Lillian (born in 1904),14 
 Walter George (born in 1906)15 and 
 Arthur Thomas (born on 30 May 1907).16 

 
In the 1911 Census, James reported that four of their twelve children had died. Three children died 
very young: Emily soon after birth,17 Ada at a few months of age18 and Walter at about a year.19 The 
identity of the fourth child who died before 1911 could not be confirmed. Eight children were living 
with their parents in 191120 and a ninth child, their eldest daughter, had married and was living 
with her husband in Bethnal Green.21  
 
In 1891, James and Alice were living with their first two children at 15 Sandford Lane in Hackney. 
By 1901, they had six children and were living at 23 Maclaren Street in the same house as another 
family—Henry and Fanny Wakefield and their adult daughter.22 Ten years later the family was 
living at 34 Holmbrook Street, Homerton, in Hackney.23  
 
One of Frederick’s sisters, Ada Rosina, died in Hackney a few years later, in 1914 (at the age of 13) 
and was buried on 2 May 1914 in Newham, London.24 
 
A few months later Frederick enlisted to serve in the Great War. He signed up early—in about 
September 191425 in Stratford, Essex.26 He went to France on 22 January 1915. Various military 
records show that he served only with the 5th Battalion of the Dorsetshire Regiment.27 However, 
the 5th (Service) Battalion, after six months of training in England, went to Gallipoli in July 1915.28 
So, with which unit did Frederick go to France?  
 
When he died, he was with the 5th Battalion.29 At the end of September 1918, this battalion was 
stationed in Vis-en-Artois, east of Arras, in northern France. On 27 September, the unit moved 
7 kilometres to the southeast and, when it reached Villers-le-Cagnicourt, established the battalion 
headquarters in the trenches. On the 28th, it relieved another unit in front of Oisy-le-Verger. The 



next day the battalion patrols reconnoitered, coming under machine gun fire, and two companies 
took part in minor operations. The situation was normal on the 30th, with occasional shelling, 
including gas shells. The battalion was relieved and returned to Marquoin, finishing the move at 
3:20 a.m. No sooner had it arrived than the battalion was called to assist the 32nd Battalion near 
Épinoy. It left Marquoin about 11:30 a.m. on 1 October and made a successful advance, but that 
came at a price. Among other casualties, 209 Other Ranks (non-officers) were wounded and one 
suffered from a gas attack.  
 
It is not known how Frederick was wounded, but he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty 
Clearing Station on 1 October 1918 and died there the following day.30 A casualty clearing station 
(CCS) was a military medical unit behind the front lines, usually located near transportation. 
Casualties who did not die or could not be adequately treated in the CCS were stabilized before 
being transported to a field or military hospital.31 
 
Frederick was buried on 3 October 1918 in Duisans British Military Cemetery (Plot 8, Row A, Grave 
67) with the Canadian chaplain W. Fisher presiding.32 Duisans British Military Cemetery is located 
in Étrun, near Arras, France. The first burials in the cemetery took place in March 1917. No. 1 CCCS 
arrived at the beginning of September 1918 and was stationed near Duisans for two months in the 
autumn of 1918.33 As a result of the serious and urgent nature of the cases admitted to No. 1 CCCS, 
the death rate was considered to be high in October—a total of 83 deaths occurred during the 
month.34  
 
A letter was sent to his mother, who was living at 5 Cottage Lane, Homerton, to notify the family of 
his death. She also received the monies owing to Frederick by the army upon his death.35 
 
Frederick was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 
and 1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914–15 Star (for 
service in the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).36 
 
At the outbreak of the Second World War, Frederick’s parents and his brother Arthur were living 
together at 43 Mundford Road in Hackney. His father was retired, but Arthur, like his father before 
him, was a house painter.37 Frederick’s parents had been born within a year of each other and 
probably died within a year of each other in Hackney—James in 194138 and Alice in 1942.39  
 
Limited information is known about only a few of Frederick’s siblings after the war.  
 
Alice married George Gable on 25 March 1911 at St Jude’s Church in Bethnal Green. Alice was a 
shirt presser and George, like Alice’s father, was a decorator.40 A week after their marriage, they 
were living at 77 Sewardstone Road in Bethnal Green.41 George (regimental number 18760) 
enlisted in 1917 to serve in the Great War and went to France on 28 March.42 He first served in the 
8th Infantry Labour Corps and remained in France until 13 August 1918. After the war, he returned 
to continental Europe as part of the Army of the Rhine. He was discharged on 27 March 1920. In 
1939, Alice and George were living at 55 Canterbury Road in Leyton, Essex,43 where George was a 
butcher’s cutter. Alice probably died in 1978 in Wallingford, Oxfordshire.44 
 
Daisy married Louis R. Hindes in 1921 in West Ham, Essex.45 In 1939, they were living at 17 Blyth 
Road in Leyton, Essex.46 Daisy probably died in September 1990 in Wycombe, Buckinghamshire.47 
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