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Private Lister Marsden©  
Regimental number: 242586 
1st/5th Battalion, King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 
 
born:  1897 - died: 19 July 1917 
 
Private Lister Marsden was born in 1897 in Morley, Yorkshire, the son of Ledgerd and Sarah Sykes.1 
Ledgerd was born in 18642 in Flockton, Yorkshire3 and his wife, the former Sarah Sykes, in 1865 or 
1866 in Kirkburton, also in Yorkshire.4 Ledgerd married Sarah on 9 January 1886 in the parish 
church in Kirkburton.5 They apparently had 11 children, two of whom had died before 1911.6 Ten 
of the children have been identified: Ben (born in 1887), Joseph (born in 1889), Charles Henry 
(born in 1890), George (born in 1892), Fred (born in 1893), Hannah 
Mary (born in 1896), Lister, Realea (born in 1901), Ethel (born in 
1904) and Clara (born in 1905). No evidence was found for the 
eleventh child or the deaths of two children.  
 
In 1901, the family was living at 52 Valley Road in Morley, between 
Dewsbury and Leeds. Lister’s father was a coal miner.7 Ten years 
later, at the age of 47, he had become a newsagent; however, his sons 
had gone into the coal mines. Lister was a pit hand—a “screener.” 
The family was living at 6 Filey Street in Morley.8  
 
Sometime after July 1916,9 Lister enlisted as a private in the British 
Expeditionary Force in Wakefield, Yorkshire, enlisting in the King’s 
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. 10 The 5th Battalion of the KOYLI was 
mobilized in Doncaster, Yorkshire, at the war’s outbreak in August 
1914. The battalion left Folkestone to go to Boulogne on 12 April 
1915 and was mostly stationed near Estaires in northern France. The 
battalion took part in the Battle of Aubers Ridge in May 1915 and the 
battles of the Somme in the second half of 1916.11 It is not known 
when Lister joined the battalion.  
 
Lister was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 
19 July 1917 with wounds to his abdomen, leg and arms. He died on 
19 July and was buried the following day. 12  
 
The diary maintained by the chaplains at No.1 CCCS indicates that he 
was buried in Adinkerke Military Cemetery. However, the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
record suggests he was buried in the nearby Adinkerke Churchyard Extension (Grave Reference: 
810).13 Both cemeteries are located just less than a kilometre apart in Adinkerke, near Veurne, 
Belgium—across the border from Dunkirk, France. Commonwealth troops held the Front from the 
Belgian coast inland for about 70 kilometres from June to November 1917. No. 1 CCCS was at 
Adinkerke for a short time in June,14 arriving there from Dunkirk just two days before Lister was 
admitted.15 The Adinkerke Military Cemetery has 168 Commonwealth Great War graves16 and the 
Adinkerke Churchyard Extension has 67.17  
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The chaplain at No. 1 CCCS wrote to 
Lister’s father, who was still living at 
6 Filey Street, Morley, on 20 July and 
led devotions for the soldier.18 His 
father also received the monies 
owing to Lister from the army upon 
his death.19  
 
Lister was awarded the British War 
Medal (for service overseas between 
1914 and 1918) and the Victory 
Medal (for service in an operational 
theatre).20 He is commemorated on 
the Morley War Memorial.21 
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