Lance Corporal Martin Felix Murray®
Regimental number: 13286
9th Battalion, King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry

born: 1896 - died: 26 February 1916

Private Martin Felix (known as Felix) Murray was born in 1896 in Hunslet, Yorkshire West Riding,!
the son of Francis and Sarah Murray.2 Francis was born in about 1848 in Ireland and Felix’s mother
was born Sarah Winnifred Holmes in about 1855 in Egton, Yorkshire.3 Francis and Sarah married in
Whitby, Yorkshire North Riding, in 18734 and had fifteen children: Alice Editha (born in 1874)5
Francis William Edward (born in 1875),6 Frances Mary Winnifred (born in 1877),7 Sarah Veronica
(born in 1879),8 Anastasia (born in 1881),° Leo (born in 1882),19 Thomas (born in 1884),1! John
(born in 1885, but died in 1889),12 Margaret Isabella (born in 1887),13 Francis Eugene (born in
1889, but died a year later),* Gerald (born in 1890),15 Ignatius Eugene (born in 1893, but died
within a few months),16 Mary Geraldine (born in 1894),17 Felix and Terence Patrick (born in 1898,
but died the same year).18

In 1891, Francis and Sarah were living at 3 Carr End, Glaisdale, near Whitby, where Francis was an
iron worker and beer house keeper. In 1900, when Felix was just 4 years old, his father died.!9 In
1901, Sarah, a widow, was living at 24 Anchor Street in Hunslet with nine of her children and
working as a shirt maker.20 By 1911 there were only four children still at home. The family was at
19 Warwickshire Street in Hunslet. Felix was at school and an office boy at the railway.2!

Felix enlisted as a private in the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry in Leeds, Yorkshire. He joined
the Western Front in France on 11 September 1915. He did not survive long on the Front, but he
was there long enough to be promoted to Lance Corporal,

At the end of February 1916, the 9th Battalion was in the trenches near Armentiéres in northern
France. On 27 February, there was heavy artillery fire and shelling of the British trenches. But an
accident also occurred: “A Mills grenade [probably a British grenade]?2 explored in one of our
bombers’ dug-outs, without any reason, wounding four men.”23

Felix may have been one of these soldiers. He was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing
Station and died of wounds on 27 February.24 Felix was 19 when he died and was buried in Bailleul
Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord (Grave Reference: Plot II, Row C, Grave 178).25 Bailleul is in
France, but near the Belgian border, about 15 kilometres southwest of Ypres.2¢ It was occupied in
October 1914 and became an important hospital centre not just for No. 1 Canadian Casualty
Clearing Station but also for No. 1 Australian and five British Army casualty clearing stations.

The monies owing to him from the army upon his death were sent to his mother.
Felix was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in the war

against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).27
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