Lance Corporal Henry Charles Edghill®
Regimental number: 1011
2nd Battalion, Prince of Wales's Leinster Regiment (Royal Canadians)

born: 1895 - died: 13 July 1916

Lance Corporal Henry Charles Edghill, the eldest son of Henry and Ellen Edghill,! was born in 1895
in Islington, London.2 His parents, Henry Charles Edghill and Ellen Louisa Panter were both born in
London—Henry in about 1877 and Ellen about a year later3—and married in Islington in 1894.4
They had seven children: Henry Charles, Ellen Louisa (born in 1897),5 Josiah William (born in
1898),6 Annie Elizabeth (born in 1903),7 James Alfred (born in 1905),8 Alice Matilda (born in 1908,
but died the following year)® and William Harold (born in 1910).10

In 1901, the family was living at 49 Frederick Street in Islington, where Henry Senior was an iron
moulder. By 1911 they had moved to 60 Moneyer Street in Hoxton North. Henry Junior had joined
his father in the iron works and was working as a shop boy.

Henry Junior enlisted as a private in the Prince of Wales's Leinster Regiment (Royal Canadians) in
Shoreditch, London.!! The Leinsters was one of eight Irish regiments—Irish because it was largely
raised in Ireland and had its home depot in Birr, Ireland.12

Henry joined the front on 9 July 1915. His medal rolls index card indicates that he joined the front
in the Balkans. The 1st Battalion of the Leinster Regiment was in the Balkans at the time.!3
However, when he died, Henry was with the 2nd Battalion.!4 In early July 1916, the 2nd Battalion
was in Belgium and engaged in working parties near Locre, about 10 kilometres southwest of
Poperinge. !5 [t is not known how Henry was injured, but he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian
Casualty Clearing Station, where he died on 13 July.16 In July 1916, No. 1 CCCS received 2,810
admissions, of whom 70 died.'”

He was buried in Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord (Grave Reference: Section II, Row E,
Grave 40). Bailleul had become an important hospital centre for not just No. 1 Canadian Casualty
Clearing Station but also No. 1 Australian and five British Army casualty clearing stations.

Henry was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in the war
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).18 His father made an application
to receive his medals in October 1922.
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