
Lance Corporal William Edward Bayford Jones© 
Regimental number:  94270 
129th Field Company, Royal Engineers 
 
born:  1888 - died: 30 April 1916 
 
Lance Corporal William Edward Bayford Jones was born in 1888 in Wandsworth, London.1 He was 
the eldest child of Edward and Elizabeth Jane Jones.2  Edward was born in about 1863, in 
Headington, Oxford3 and Elizabeth Jane sometime between 1866 and 1873 probably in Bishop’s 
Stortford, Hertfordshire.4 Edward and Elizabeth Jane (formerly Bayford) were married in 
Wandsworth in 1888. They had eight children, seven of whom were still living in 1911. William was 
the eldest child and his siblings were Florence Ellen (born in 1890),5 Lilian [sic] May (born in 1892 
but probably died a few months later),6 Alice Maud (born in 1894),7 Alfred Charles (born in 1896),8 
Dorothy (also known as Dolly) (born in 1899),9 Rosie Jane (born in 1902)10 and Walter (born in 
about 1905).11 
 
The family lived initially at 14 Broxholme Road, Fulham, with Elizabeth Jane’s parents – William 
and Elizabeth Bayford – and their other children.  William and Jane had one room and the Bayfords 
occupied the remaining four rooms. William and Jane had moved the family to the Islington area by 
the late 1890s. In 1901, they were living at 23 Alsen Road. In 1911, they were living at 9 Victor 
Road, Finsbury Park, Holloway North, where both Edward and his son, William, were labourers 
with the Islington Borough Council in the electricity department.12 Later the same year, William 
married Alice Jessie Twinn in the registration district of Edmonton.13 Alice Jessie was born in about 
1889 in Hornsey,14 the daughter of James E. (a carman) and Helena Twinn, both of London.15 They 
do not appear to have had any children.  
 
William enlisted as in the Royal Engineers in Holloway, Middlesex16 and joined the British 
Expeditionary Force in France on 1 September 1915.17 He died in France just eight months later. In 
the days before he died, the 129th Field Company was stationed in Romarin, Belgium.18 The 
company had not had recent major engagements with the enemy but a few soldiers had been 
injured, including one on 28 April 1916 by an anti-aircraft shell that fell into the camp.  
 
William died at No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 30 April 1916 of wounds, which may 
have involved being gassed, 19 which was stationed near Bailleul, France.20 A total of 45 patients 
died at No. 1 CCCS in April 1916.  
 
His parents were notified of William’s death. A member of the Church of England, William was 
buried in the Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord (Plot II. Row D, Grave 135).21 Bailleul is 
in France, close to the Belgian border. It was occupied on 14 October 1914 and became an 
important railhead, air depot and hospital centre. Several Casualty Clearing Stations, including No. 1 
Canadian, were quartered there for considerable periods. The earliest Commonwealth burials at 
Bailleul were made in April 1915. An extension was built and burials continued until April 1918, 
and occurred again in September and after the Armistice, when graves were brought in from the 
neighbouring battlefields.22 
 
William was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in the war 
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).23 His wife received the monies 
owing to him from the army upon this death.24 



 
His wife, Alice Jessie, remarried in 1918, marrying Charles W. Humphreys in the summer of that 
year.25 
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