Lance Corporal Charles Edward Hall©
Regimental Number: 27749
1st Battalion, Somerset Light Infantry

born: 4 January 1898 - died: 22 May 1918

Lance Corporal Charles Edward Hall was the eldest son of Walter and Eliza Hall.! He was born on 4
January 1898 and was baptized a month after his birth, on 4 February 1998 in Wellington,
Somerset. His father Walter (born about 1869 in Hillfarrance, Somerset) was the son of Isaac and
Sarah Ann HallZ and Eliza was born Eliza Ann Vickery in 1872 in Wellington, Somerset.3 They were
married in Wellington in 18934 and had eight children. Their first child, Florence May, was born the
following year.5 A second daughter, Ethel Mary, was born in 1896, but died at the age of 2.6 Their
first son, Charles Edward, was born in 1898,7 just months after the death of his sister. There
followed three more sons and two more daughters: Frederick William Vickery (born 1900),8 Helen
Marjorie (born 1903),° Walter Stanley (born 1905),10 Victor Frank (born in 1909)!! and Lydia
Mary (born in 1912).12

Walter was a millwright and the family was living at 35 Martin’s Buildings, Wellington in both 1901
and 1911.13

Charles enlisted in Wellington, Somerset!# as a private in the Prince Albert’s Regiment (Somerset
Light Infantry).15 The 1st Battalion served in France during all of World War .16 At some point
during the war, he was promoted to Lance Corporal.

A history of the 1st Battalion of the Somerset Light Infantry during World War I noted, “The
expectation of a German attack remained throughout the summer [1918], with the result that the
method of defence was not altered, and all three battalions of each front Brigade were in the line. ...
On the whole this period was a fairly pleasant one, though somewhat strenuous. The thought of a
German attack in force was always present, and its extreme probability gave rise to some anxiety.
Extra vigilance was therefore imperative, and elaborate defence schemes came into being. Above all
else, work was the order of the day, and every man had to toil to the full extent of his capabilities. ...
The enemy, on his part, on the whole adopted a policy of keeping his guns quiet by day and showing
considerable artillery activity by night. The Canal and its crossings in particular were regularly
shelled during the hours of darkness. He also made free use of gas shells, mustard gas being the
most commonly employed.”17 It was perhaps during one of these night raids that Lance Corporal
Hall was wounded near Censé de la Vallée in the Pas de Calais.

He was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with gun shot wounds to his chest on
22 May 1918. He died and was buried the same day in Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 1,
Row F, Grave 35). He was identified as a member of the Church of England and the chaplain, ]. K.
Tibbits, presided over the burial. His mother, who was then living at 18 Holyoak Street, Wellington,
Somerset was notified of his death.18 His father received the monies the army owed to Charles upon
his death.1®

On 22 May, 284 soldiers were admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, bringing the
total number of patients to 543.20 In the whole month of May, there were 115 deaths at this CCCS -
more than in any of the other three and a half months that No. 1 CCCS was in Pernes. The Pernes
British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when the No. 1 and No. 4 CCCS came to
Pernes, driven back by the German advance.2!



Charles was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).22
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