
Lance Corporal Charles Edmund Bloomfield  
Regimental number: 8300 
“A” Company, 2nd Battalion, Duke of Wellington's (West Riding Regiment)  
 
born: about September 1886 - died: 25 September 1918 
 
Lance Corporal Charles Edmund Bloomfield, born in about September 1886 in South Heigham, near 
Norwich, Norfolk,1 was the son of George J. and Eliza Bloomfield.2 His father was born in St Pancras, 
London in 1854 and his mother, the former Eliza Hansell, in Norwich in 1857.3 They married in 
Heigham in 18764 and had fourteen children, nine of whom survived to 1911.5 Eleven of the 
fourteen children included: Maud Emma (born in about 1878),6 George William (born in about 
1880),7 Arthur Henry (born in about 1882),8 Lily Ellen Eliza (born in about 1884),9 Walter Robert 
(born in about 1885, but died in 1906),10 Charles Edmund, Phillis Victoria (born in about 1889),11 
Alice Violet (born in about 1890),12 (probably) Levina Marion (born in about 1892),13 Gladys Jessie 
(born in about 1894)14 and Ida Queenie (born in about 1898 but died in 1908).15 
 
In 1881, George, Eliza and their first two children were living at 12 Regent Street in Norwich, where 
George was coal hawker and Eliza was a boot machinist.16 Ten years later they had eight children 
and were living at 30 Union Street in Heigham.17 George was still a coal hawker. By 1901, they were 
at 86 York Street in Norwich. George was now a coal and coke merchant working on his own 
account.18 There were ten children living at home. By 1911, there were only three children – all 
daughters – left at home.19 But their grandchild, George William, born in 1902, was living with 
them. Charles’ father, now 57, was still working as a coal carter. Charles was no longer living at 
home. He had enlisted as a Private in the West Riding Regiment and, in 1911, was stationed in 
India.20 
 
He had enlisted in the West Riding Regiment on 24 October 1904, at the age of 18.21 When he 
enlisted, he was a carter, 5’ 4½” tall and had a fresh complexion and brown eyes and hair.  
He remained in England until December 1904, when he was posted to India. He returned home in 
November 1913 and transferred to the Army Reserve.  
 
With the outbreak of the Great War, he was mobilized in Halifax, Yorkshire on 5 August 1914. He 
joined the Front in France just three weeks later, arriving on 27 August 1914. He served in France 
until he died in 1918. However, he had ten days leave in the UK in June/July 1917 and then a full 
month later the same year. In May 1918 he attended a Veterinary course in the field.  
 
He was appointed a Lance Corporal on 2 June 1918, just four months before he died accidentally on 
the Front.  
 
At the end of September, the 2nd Battalion of his Regiment was stationed at Lécluse, just east of 
Arras in northern France.22 Most days had been quiet. On 23 September the Battalion was relieved 
by the 2nd Seaforth Highlanders and the Battalion moved into the Brigade Reserve. It was at this 
time that Charles was wounded accidentally.23 His army service record noted: “Horse bolted, 
dragging L.C. Bloomfield along road. In performance of official duties & not to blame.”24 A Battalion 
comrade provided this witness statement about his accident:  
 

I was returning horses with25 ... after delivering ... when one of our Limbers26 pulled 
... at the side of the road at Vis-en-Artois ... to unload a corpse. The N.C.O. in charge of 
us (L.C. Bloomfield) jumped off his horse to examine the limber, which had fouled 



some wire. He told me to be going ... & he commenced to free the ... from the wire. I 
had gone about 1000 to 1500 yds, when I heard a shout from behind & as I turned in 
my saddle, a horse, dragging a body with one foot in the stirrup went by at a gallop. I 
recognised it as our horse and shouted to have it stopped, & put my horses to a trot 
... it overtake the other one. I had gone about another 600 or 700 yards when I came 
across ... Bloomfield lying on the right hand side of the road. One man was holding 
the horse having freed his foot from the stirrups. I handed over my horses to sound 
the alarm, stood by & jumped off to attend to L/C Bloomfield. I saw he was badly 
hurt & could scarcely breathe as all this clothes had all worked up over his head & 
neck. I cut these off & as LC seemed much better we brought him home in a limber.27  

 
On 23 September, Charles was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with 
contusions to his face, left arm and left leg. He survived for two days, but on 25 September he 
succumbed to his wounds. He was buried the following day in Duisans British Military Cemetery 
(Plot VI, Row H, Grave 71).  
 
Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took 
place in the cemetery in March 1917.28 The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and was 
stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.29 A total of 75 patients died at the 1st 
CCCS in September 1918.  
 
His mother was his next-of-kin and was notified of his death.30 During the war his parents were 
probably living at 53 Stafford Street, Norwich.31 
 
Charles had served nearly fourteen years in the West Riding Regiment. While in India, he was 
awarded the Delhi Durbar 1911 Medal.32 This medal was issued to commemorate King George V's 
Coronation Durbar celebration in British India in December 1911 and many were presented to men 
and officers of British regiments in India.33 Then, in February 1919, he was awarded the Military 
Medal – a medal given to Other Ranks for gallantry and devotion to duty when under fire in battle 
on land.34 In addition, he was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 
and 1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for 
service in the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).35 
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