Lance Corporal Asa G. Prosser
Regimental number: 709501
9th Battalion, Canadian Engineers

born: 21 April 1892 - died: 10 September 1918

Lance Corporal Asa G. Prosser was born on 21 April 1892 in Prosser Brook in the County of Albert,
New Brunswick, the son of Ira and Jerusha Prosser.! Both Asa’s parents were born in New
Brunswick - his father, Ira, in 18492 and his mother, the former Jerusha Power,3 in 1853.4 Ira and
Jerusha had at least nine children: Alexander (born in about 1878), Solomon (born in about 1880),
Janetta (also probably known as Jeanette or Nettie) (born in about 1881), Martha B. (born in about
1884), William O. (born in about 1886), Francis A. (born in about 1888), Asa G., Annie F. (born in
about 1895) and Fred A. (born in about 1897).5

In 1911, the family was living at Hopewell Hill near Riverside-Albert, New Brunswick, where Asa’s
father was a farmer.6

Asa enlisted in the Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Force on 5 October 1915 in Sussex, New
Brunswick.” He was 23 years old and a farmer. He was 5’ 8 34” tall and had a fair complexion, hazel
eyes and light brown hair.

On 10 September 1918, the 9th Battalion of the Canadian Engineers was engaged in the
“maintenance and repair of all roads and tracks in the Divisional area E ...”8 The war diary notes
that Lance Corporal Prosser died of wounds that day.

L/Corporal Prosser was sitting with some of his comrades at the bottom of a dug-out at
RUMAUCOURT, when a shell exploded at the entrance, fragments going inside and
severely wounding him and several others. He was taken to No. 8 Field Ambulance, and
later to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, where he died the following day.?

The journal of the chaplains at the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station noted that he had shrapnel
wounds that penetrated his back when he was admitted on 10 September.19 He died the same day
and was buried that day in Duisans British Military Cemetery (Plot 5, Row H, Grave 47) with the
chaplain W. F. O’N. Fisher presiding.

Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took
place in the cemetery in March 1917.11 The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and was
stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.12 A total of 75 patients died at the 1st
CCCS in September.

His mother was his next-of-kin and was notified of his death. His parents died a few years apart
about ten years after the war - his mother, Jerusha, in 1928 and his father, Ira, in 1930. Bothe are
buried in Bay View Cemetery in Albert County.

There is no evidence to suggest that any of Asa’s brothers served in the Great War.
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