Corporal David MacGregor Neilson
Regimental number: 1003190
“C” Company, 4th Battalion, Canadian Mounted Rifles

born: 5 June 1893 - died: 18 September 1918

Corporal David MacGregor Neilson was born on 5 June 1893 in Chapelhall, Lanarkshire, Scotland.!
He was the son of Robert and Grace Neilson.? His father, Robert, was born on 21 March 1859, the
son of George Neilson and Isabella Moffat.3 His mother, Grace, the former Grace McMillan Stewart*
was born on 18 September 1860, the daughter of Robert Stewart and Euphemia Hislop.5 Robert and
Grace probably had at least five children: George (in December 1882),6 Robert (in about 1885),”
I[sabella Moffat (in about 1888),8 David, Grace McMillan (in about 1900)° and Gilbert (in about
1901).10

In 1901, David’s father, was a railway signal man and the family was living on Boness Road in
Holytown, Lanarkshire. The family immigrated to Canada in 1913.11

David enlisted on 15 May 1916 in Sudbury, Ontario, where he was working as a machinist. He was
5’ 7%" tall, had a fair complexion, blue eyes and fair hair and was a Presbyterian. He served with
the 4th Battalion of the Canadian Mounted Rifles.

On 16 September 1918, the 4th Battalion was stationed near Saudemont and “C” Company “had the
ill-luck to be shelled resulting in 2 O.R.s [Other Ranks] killed, 12 wounded and 5 gassed.”!2 David
was probably one of those wounded.

Whilst with his Company in support in the vicinity of Ecourt St Quentin [two
kilometres from Saudemont], on the night of 16th September 1918, an enemy shell
exploded close to him and he was severely wounded in the legs and body by
shrapnel. He was taken to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station where he died
two days later.13

He was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 17 September with gunshot
wounds to his legs and body.1* He died the following day and was buried on 19 September in
Duisans’ British Military Cemetery (Grave 17, Plot 6, Row H). He died on 18 September, which was
his mother’s 58t birthday. She was notified of his death at 224 Eyre Street in Sudbury.

Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took
place in the cemetery in March 1917.15 The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and was
stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.16 A total of 75 patients died at the 1st
CCCS in September 1918.

At least one of David’s brothers - George - also served in the Canadian Expeditionary Force.1”
George, a pipe fitter, enlisted at the age of 32, on 6 October 1915 in Sudbury. His attestation
suggests that he had married a month earlier. However, marriage records indicate that he actually
married Edna May McDonald on 16 October 1918.18 Edna May was born on 18 December 1890 in
Nipissing, the daughter of James Arthur McDonald and Agnes McTiernah.1? In 1921, George and
Edna were living in Sudbury with their two-year-old daughter, Margaret.20



Nothing is known about the life of David’s brother, Robert. Did he survive childhood? Did he
immigrate with the family? Did he serve in the Great War?

David'’s sister, Isabella, married Arthur Figg, on 1 June 1922 in Sudbury.2! Arthur was born in
February 1886 in Tring, Hertfordshire, England, the son of Thomas Figg and Eliza Collings.22 He
probably came to Canada in the early 1900s23 and served in the Canadian Expeditionary Force in
the Great War, enlisting in Toronto in November 1914.24 [sabelle and Arthur both died in the 1970s
and are buried in Oakwood Cemetery in Simcoe, Ontario.2>

David’s younger sister, Grace, married Archibald Paterson Macmillan on 24 June 1924 in Sudbury.2é
Archibald was born in about 1899 in Scotland, the son of Thomas Macmillan and Margaret
Paterson. The Macmillan family appears to have immigrated to the United States in about 1910.
After their marriage in Sudbury, Grace and Archibald probably moved to the United States. In 1930,
they were living in Linden, New Jersey with their two sons - Alex (born in about 1925) and Robert
(born in about 1928).27

In 1921, David’s youngest brother, Gilbert, was living with his parents and his sisters, Isabella and
Grace, at 224 Eyre Street in Sudbury. David’s father died on 28 January 1929 at 198 Oak Street,
Sudbury at the age of 69.28 He worked for the Canadian Pacific Railways. His mother died in
Etobicoke, Ontario, probably in a nursing home, on 7 October 1937. She died of acute dysentery and
senile psychosis.2?
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