Corporal Walter Alfred White
Regimental number: 624903
126t Brigade, Honourable Artillery Company (Artillery Section)

born: about 1894 - died: 9 September 1918

Corporal Walter Alfred White was born in about 1894 in Romford, Essex, the son of Daniel and
Naomi White.! Daniel was born in about 1851 in Leyton, Essex, the son of John, a gardener,? and his
wife, Mary.3 John’s wife, the former Naomi Elizabeth Towns, was born in 1856,* the daughter of
William Towns, a farmer,5 and his wife, Matilda.6 John and Naomi were married on 24 May 1888 in
the church of St John of Jerusalem in South Hackney, Middlesex. They had four sons: Daniel (born in
about 1890),” William T. (born in about 1892),8 Walter, and Herbert James (born in 1899).9

In 1891, Daniel and Naomi were living with their first son at 6 Wyebridge Cottages in Romford,
where Daniel was a nurseryman. Ten years later, they were living on Branscombe Road in the
Hornchurch,, near Romford. Then in 1911, they were living at “Oakwood” on Brentwood Road,
Romford. By then, Daniel, age 60, was a retired nurseryman and Walter Alfred!® was a caterers’
clerk.

Walter enlisted in the Honourable Artillery Company in London!! on 13 January 191512 and went
overseas on 20 June 1917. The Honourable Artillery Company, which was established in 1537, is
the oldest regiment in the British Army.13 About 13,000 members served with the HAC during the
Great War and over 4,000 of these were commissioned into other units. The Company lost about
1,650 men who were serving either with HAC or other units of the armed forces. Walter was one of
them. He was serving with the 126t Brigade of the Royal Field Artillery when he died.

On 9 September 1918, Walter was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with
shrapnel wounds to his legs, arm and face.!* He died the same day and was buried the following day
in Duisans British Military Cemetery (Plot 5, Row H, Grave 44) with the chaplain W. F. O’N Fisher
presiding. Walter was a member of the Church of England. There was no identification of his next-
of-kin when he died, but his father received the monies owning to him from the army after his
death.15

Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in
Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took
place in the cemetery in March 1917.16 The 1st
CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and
was stationed near Duisans for two months in the
autumn of 1918." A total of 75 patients died at the
1st CCCS in September.

Walter was awarded the British War Medal (for
service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational
theatre).18

His younger brother, Herbert, had died in the war
about fifteen months earlier. Herbert served
initially with the Queen's Regiment.19 He was
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serving with the 12th Battalion of the London Regiment (Regimental number 52243) when he died
near Ypres, Belgium on 14 June 1917. He is remembered on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial
(Panel 6 and 8).20 Like his brother, Herbert was XXX was awarded the British War Medal and the
Victory Medal.2!

Walter’s parents are both buried in the Romford Cemetery.22 Daniel died at the age of 82, on 30
September 1932 and his wife, Naomi, aged 83 on 20 March 1940. The two sons they lost in the
Great War are remembered on their gravestone.
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