Lance Corporal Walter Leonard Yardley
Regimental number: 13716
8th Battalion, South Staffordshire Regiment

born: 1887 - died: 29 April 1916

Lance Corporal Walter Leonard Yardley was born in late 1887 and baptised on 9 December 1887 at
Christ Church in Summerfield, Warwickshire.! He was the son of Albert and Flora Yardley. Albert
was born in about 1846 in Tipton, Staffordshire and Flora (formerly Foxley) was born in about
1856 in Aston, near Birmingham. Albert and Flora were married at Saint Peter’s Church in Dale
End, near Birmingham on 3 March 1873.2 They had ten children, all of whom survived childhood.3
There were five daughters and five sons: Rosina (also known as Rose) (born in 1873/74),* Ann
Maria (also known as Minnie) (born in 1876),5 Albert Edward (born in 1878),6 Fred (born in
1881),7 George (born in 1885),8 Walter, Florence Mary (born in 1891),2 Alice May (born in 1892),10
Jessie Beatrice (born in November 1893)1t and Walter William (born in 1898).12

In 1881, the family was living at 12 Wenman Terrace in King’s Norton, Worcestershire where
Albert was a Chelsea Pensioner (gun action filer)!3 and Flora was a corset maker.14 In 1891, the
family was living had moved to Birmingham and was living at 62 Norman Street, where Albert was
a travelling porter.15 In 1901, he was still a porter, but the family was living in Handsworth,
Staffordshire.1¢ Then, in 1911, the family was back in Birmingham, at 38 Milk Street. Albert was
now a drapers’ porter and his son, Walter, was a silversmiths’ porter.17

Walter enlisted in the South Staffordshire Regiment in Birmingham. He served in the 8t Service
Battalion and joined the British Expeditionary Force when the Battalion went to France on 14 July
1915.18 He died less than a year later.

At the end of April 1916, the 8t Battalion was stationed in Armentiéres, France. In spite of having a
number of relatively quiet days, a few soldiers were wounded or killed each day. On 27 April the
enemy shelled the subsistence line but did little damage, although four soldiers were wounded. On
27 April, the Battalion was relieved by the 7th Battalion of the Border Regiment.

Walter died of wounds on 29 April1? at the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station,2° which was
stationed in Bailleul just fifteen kilometres away.2! Perhaps he had been wounded in one of the
events of the previous days. A total of 45 patients died at the 1st CCCS in the month of April.

Walter was a member of the Church of England?2 and was buried in the Bailleul Communal
Cemetery Extension, Nord (Plot II. Row D, Grave 117).23 Bailleul is in France, close to the Belgian
border. It was occupied on 14 October 1914 and became an important railhead, air depot and
hospital centre. Several Casualty Clearing Stations, including the 1st Canadian, were quartered
there for considerable periods. The earliest Commonwealth burials at Bailleul were made in April
1915. An extension was built and burials continued until April 1918, and occurred again in
September and after the Armistice, when graves were brought in from the neighbouring
battlefields.2*

A letter was sent to his sister, Minnie, who was then living at 112 Dymock Street in Highgate,
London, to notify the family of his death, as his mother and father had both died in the first quarter
of 1915 - just weeks or months before their son.2s



The monies owning to him from the army after his death were distributed to his siblings,2¢
including Fred, George, Florence, Minnie,?” Jessie28 and Rose,? and, at the request of his brother,
Albert, to his sister-in-law, Louisa, who had married Albert in 1904.30

Walter was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in the war
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).31
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